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WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced      today that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded a $219,604      grant to Girls Incorporated of Holyoke to expand its academic mentoring      program.

     The funding will allow Girls Inc. of Holyoke to expand MATCH, or      Mentors and Teens Connecting in Holyoke. The program began two years      ago to support teens taking the first steps toward college by helping      them apply for scholarships and financial aid. The grant will allow      MATCH to foster long-term, one-on-one mentoring relationships for      low-income girls ages 13-18 who are at risk of dropping out of school.      

     “Many challenges confront low-income Latino children in Holyoke.      In this environment, low-income girls and young women are in special      need of intensive support, education and prevention services,”      Olver said. “Girls Inc. of Holyoke responds to this urgent      need with positive role models, support to finish school and incentives      to realize their full potential.”
     The federal grant was awarded through the Justice Department’s      Juvenile Mentoring Program (JUMP), which supports one-on-one mentoring      projects for youth at risk of failing in school, dropping out of      school or becoming involved in delinquent behavior, including gang      activity and substance abuse.

     Girls Inc. of Holyoke is a non-profit organization that provides      programs to help girls overcome the effects of gender inequity and      become self-sufficient, responsible adults. Part of a national youth      organization, Girls Inc. of Holyoke helps provide safe places and      structured activities during non-school hours and works in collaboration      with other youth agencies.

     For more information, contact Virginia Dillon at Girls Inc. of Holyoke      at 413-532-6247.
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